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David Villa is 


Maravilla 


Simon Maher 


Accs fans have only 9 more games to see just 


how maravilla Melbourne City’s Villa is. Last Saturday 
night Sydney FC fans were left with an indelible memory 
of chilling efficiency as he waltzed past Seb Ryall and placed 
his shot beyond Sky Blue Keeper Vedran Janjetovic with 
an assassin’s assurance. ‘The cold blooded precision of the 
strike will haunt Sydney’s defenders, their nightmares filled 
with images of Villa easing into their danger zone to collect 
Damien Duffs cut back as if in slow motion while they are 
mired in quick sand. 

Villa exudes that most precious of football gifts, the ability 
to conjure a mirage where the supreme appears mundane, 
and the miraculous is performed with such monotony 

that the sublime looks ridiculously easy. This mirage is so 
beguiling that fans believe they only need to jump over the 
fence to join in the surreal spectacle. 

Melbourne City fans get their chance to see David Villa 
cast his spells when he makes his home debut this Sunday 
against Newcastle Jets at AAMI Park. Villa is 32 years 
young coming off a Title winning season with Diego Sime- 
one’s marauding Atletico Madrid which ended at the hands 
of Real Madrid in the Final of the European Champions 
League. 

Villa’s last competitive game was at the World Cup in Brazil 
where he scored a back heeled goal against the Socceroo’s 
in Spain’s 3-0 win. That performance was typical Villa, 

as for many their abiding memory will be the insouciance 
of the goal. Lost in the shadow of that strike, will be the 
deep cuts he inflicted in the Australian rear guard with the 
hauteur of a Matador. Socceroo’s Ryan Mc Gowan and 
Mathew Leckie will still be waking in cold sweat stricken 
by the torment Villa delivered down their right flank that 
afternoon in Curitiba. 

But that is Villa to a tee. Few players in the game can 
match his touch, intelligence and ability to find the 

net. Villa scores with both feet, from close and from far, 
set pieces and open play. Spectacular volleys, headers, 
audacious chips all executed with the merciless precision of 
a predator. His 59 goals in 97 appearances for Spain make 
him his country’s all-time top scorer, but incredibly his 
ratio of goals per game eclipses even the legendary Alfredo 
Di Stefano. 


And yet as McGowan and the Socceroo’s will attest, there 
is so much more to Villa’s game than goals. His silken 
touch and intelligence were integral to the Barcelona road 
show which dominated world football in the halcyon years 
of “Tiki Taka’. Villa’s arrival at the Catalan dynasty was 
instrument in the club winning La Liga Titles in 2010-11 
and 2012-13, as well as UEFA Super Cup and FIFA World 
Club Cup in 2011. The jewel in the crown of this extraor- 
dinary period of success was the 2010-11 European Cham- 
pions League 3-1 disemboweling of Manchester United at 
Wembley where Villa scored the final goal for Barca. 

This stellar run of achievements at club level was augment- 
ed at International level where Villa assumed the coveted 
No. 7 of all time legend Raul, and Spain triumphed at 

the 2008 and 2012 European Nations Championships, 
bookending their victory over Holland in the Final of the 
2010 World Cup in South Africa. 

During this era of monumental success Villa’s technical 
gifts and prodigious desire allowed him to play various 
roles demanded by the players around him with masterful 
dexterity. At Barca he was often the assiduous Picador 
providing the running across the right and left sides to 
allow Messi to apply his spell binding coup de graces. With 
the national team he seamlessly switched to delivering the 
fatal blows of the Matador to complete the scheming’s of 
Iniesta and Xavi. 

David Villa is an extraordinary footballer who has achieved 
so much in his career it is impossible to include all of his 
achievements. His stay in Melbourne is a short 10 game 
sojourn before he heads to the USA to take up his new 
contract with New York City in the MLS. Australian fans 
should make sure they catch the Spanish star while they 
can. Melbourne City supporters get their chance this week, 
and hopefully he will be running into full match fitness 

by the time the derby game against Victory kicks off the 
following week. What a prospect that is! 

Mesmerized fans at former club Zaragoza would chant “illa, 
illa, illa, Villa maravilla” which roughly translated to “Villa 
isa marvel”. Catch him while you can to see just how 
marvelous. 
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# Team APW Dk FE A DP Last 5 matches 
G3} Melbourne Victory +TBOezaAC BSF | 
Adelaide United i we 8B 2 8 ats Te 
© sPerth Glory 4828297 = 2 |e 
Central Coast ... ‘eo. 06 4 Oo SES LB 
© Melbourne City ‘(o?#s8 4 Ot | 
@ Sydney Cats Ht Fe 
Brisbane Roar 100712 4 @/g 
© Wellington Phoenix ‘cS Cet a 2-4] 6 ig 
@ = Newcastle Jets 16st 4324/1 8 
Western Sydne... 12 © 4 2 42 3 6 188 


Melbourne Victory 4 (Berisha 19’, Broxham 28’, 
Thompson 54’, Delpierre ‘8’) 


Western Sydney Wanderers 1 (Bridge 41’) a SCORERS 


Etihad Stadium 
Attendance: 30,083 B. Berisha Melb Victory 1 
. M. Bridge Wanderers 1 
Central Coast Mariners 1 (Duke 92’) pleas me ee T. mciel Brisbane Roar 1 
Newcastle Jets 0 Melbourne Victory 5.00 L.Broxham Mel Victory 1 
DP central Coast Stadium Melbourne City 5.50 M. Delpierre Mel Victory 1 
= Attendance: 10,443 Adelaide United 6.00 B.Djité Adelaide Utd 1 
Brisbane Roar 6.50 M.Duke — Central Coast 1 
Sydney FC 1 (Gameiro 54’) Sydney FC 6.50 C. Gameiro Sydney FC 1 
Melbourne City 1 (Villa 63’) Wanderers 8.50 A. Keogh Perth Glory 1 
mies Allianz Stadium Perth Glory 5 9.00 J. MacLaren Perth Gory 1 
ee 25,525 Central Coast Mariners 11.00 M. McGlinchey Wellington 1 
Newcastle Jets 15.00 A. Thompson Mel Victory 1 
SS wetington Phoenix 1 (McGlinchey 73’) Wellington Phoenix = 23.00 avid Villa Melbourne City 1 


| perth Glory 2 (Keogh 32’, Maclaren 86’) 
Westpac Stadium 
Attendance: 7767 


Brisbane Roar 1 (Broich 20’, McKay 71’) 
Adelaide United (Djite 33’, Donachie 56’) 
Suncorp Stadium 

Attendance: 16,195 


Round 02 Fixture Venue Local AEDT 
Fri17 Oct Adelaide United V Melbourne Victory Adelaide Oval 07:40PM 08:10PM 
Sat 18 Oct Central Coast Mariners V Wellington Phoenix Central Coast Stadium 05:00PM 05:00PM 


Sat 18 Oct Sydney FC V Western Sydney Wanderers Allianz Stadium 07:30PM 07.30PM 
Sun 19 Oct Melbourne City FC v Newcastle Jets AAMI Park 03:00PM 03:00PM 
Sun 19 Oct Perth Glory v Brisbane Roar nb Stadium 05:00PM 08:00PM 
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A-league Match Report | Round 1 


Melbourne Victory got its 2014/15 
Hyundai A-League season off to the 
perfect start with a 4-1 win over last 
season’s Grand Finalists the Western 
Sydney Wanderers. 

An explosive opening 30-minutes saw 
the Victory bang in three goals thanks 

to debutants Besart Berisha, Matthieu 
Delpierre, and stand-in captain Leigh 
Broxham. 

A defensive lapse saw the Wanderers pull 
one back through captain Mark Bridge, 
but the match was effectively killed off 
early in the second half when Archie 
‘Thompson struck. 

‘The result continued Victory’s impressive 
pre-season form, while it condemned the 
Wanderers to its biggest loss in its short 
history. 


The hosts got off to a great start when 
Gui Finkler delivered a pinpoint freekick 
that was met by Delpierre with the 
defender volleying in a lovely ball leaving 
Wanderers ‘keeper Ante Covic stranded. 
‘The goal opened the game up as both 
sides when for the kill, but it was Victory 
who grabbed its second when referee Jared 
Gillett awarded the hosts a penalty. 

Gillet made the call when he adjudged 
defender Antony Golec to have handled 
the ball in the box. 

It was the new boy Berisha who stood up 
to take the spot-kick and duly delivered 
by burying it deep in the corner, getting 


his first goal in Victory colours. 

Before the Wanderers could regroup, the 
Victory made it three-nil. 

Some nice play by Kosta Barbarouses on 
the wing saw the Kiwi break into the box 
before smashing a shot that was parried 
away by Covic. 

But the ball bounced right to the foot of 
Broxham, who fired the ball into the top 
corner to seal the game. 

The Wanderers were then given a lifeline 
when a lapse of concentration by the Vic- 
tory backline saw Bridge break behind the 
defence to squeeze a shot passed Victory 
‘keeper Nathan Coe. 

As the second half kicked off, the Wan- 
derers looked intent to get itself back in 
the game. 

But in a night to forget, Golec gave away 
possession, which kick-started another 
Victory attack. 

Some quick passes saw Berisha break into 
space before playing in Thompson, who 
slotted past Covic to kill off the game. 
Try as it might, Western Sydney could 
break through an improved Victory back- 
line, as the hosts claimed its first three 
points of the season. 

Kevin Muscat’s team will now head to 
South Australia to take on rivals Adelaide 
United, while Tony Popovic’s men have to 
regroup as it faces Sydney in its first derby 
of the season. 


Man of the Match: Leigh Broxham 
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Melbourne Victory 


Melbourne Victory 4 (Delpierre 

9’ Berisha 19’ (p), Broxham 28’, 
Thompson 54’) defeated Western 
Sydney Wanderers 1 (Bridge 41’) 


Etihad Stadium, Melbourne. 
Crowd: 30,083 


Melbourne Victory: 1: Nathan Coe 
(GK), 15: Daniel Georgievski, (16: 
Rashid Mahazi 87’) 2: Jason Geria, 
17: Matthieu Delpierre, 23: Adrian 
Leijer, 7: Gui Finkler, 6: Leigh Brox- 
ham (c), 21: Carl Valeri, 10: Archie 
Thompson (11: Connor Pain 63’) , 8: 
Besart Berisha, 9: Kosta Barbarous- 
es (14: Fahid Ben Khalfallah 72’) 


Unused Substitutes: 20: Law- 
rence Thomas (GK), 22: Jesse 
Makarounas. 


Western Sydney Wanderers: 1: Ante 
Covic (GK), 6: Anthony Golec, 5: 
Brendan Hamill, 3: Daniel Mullen, 
18: lacopo La Rocca (23:Jason Tri- 
fio 46’), 2: Shannon Cole, 14: Kwasi 
Appiah-Kubi (10: Vitor Saba 46’) 

7: Labinot Haliti, 8: Mateo Polijak, 
11: Brendan Santalab (17: Romoeo 
Castalen 68’), 19: Mark Bridge (C). 
Unused Substitutes: 20: Dean Bou- 
zanis (GK), 31: Alusune Fofanah 
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itchell Duke is mobbed by team-mate 
® after clinching the winner for the Mariners 
_ ~ inthe F3 Derby. 


A-league Match Report | Round 1 


Cc. Coast Mariners have kicked 
off their Hyundai A-League 2014/15 
campaign with a win after Mitchell 
Duke’s late goal earned the yellow and 
navy a 1-0 #F3Derby triumph over 
arch-rivals Newcastle Jets in Gosford on 
Saturday. 

In the second minute of added time at 
the end of the match, Duke finally broke 
the deadlock at Central Coast Stadium 
in front of healthy crowd of over 10,000 
fans. 

The youngster — who had been industri- 
ous throughout the encounter — snuck in 
following a well-weighted free kick into 
the box, and edged the ball beyond Jets 
custodian Mark Birighitti to ensure the 
Mariners started the tenth season of the 
Hyundai A-League by securing maximum 
points at their fortress. 

Both Central Coast and Newcastle 
enjoyed periods of dominance throughout 
the encounter, with Malick Mané and 
Kim Seung-yong threatening Birighitti’s 
goal in the first 45 for the Mariners, while 
Jets Johnny Steele went particularly close 
to opening the scoring for the Novocas- 
trians 12 minutes after half-time. Steele 
raced onto a precise pass from James Vir- 


gili, before sending his lobbed shot over 
Liam Reddy and onto the top netting. 
Central Coast Mariners Head Coach 
Phil Moss was satisfied with his side’s first 
outing of the season, and said that he 
always expected Saturday's game against 


the Clubs local foes to be a tough and 
tight affair. 

“It’s a derby and you dont expect it to be 
an open affair,” Moss said. “It was a tight 
game, it was physical, particularly in the 
middle of the park, and I thought both 
teams had their chances to win the game 
today.” 

“But I am just so proud of my boys to 
keep the belief and until the 94th minute 
to grab a goal. I always thought in the 
last five minutes there would be one big 
chance, maybe at either end, but luckily 
for us it was at our end and I thought 
“Dukey’ (Mitchell Duke) showed a lot of 
composure to finish the way he did from 
that free kick — it was a great finish.” 

Moss added that he was proud of his 
side’s ability to remain resolute against a 
Jets outfit who arrived at Central Coast 
Stadium up for the fight. 

“You're never going to play 94 minutes of 
perfect football,” he said. “There’s going 
to be times when youre going to have to 
knuckle down, roll up your sleeves and 
stick to your structures, and that’s why I 
am such a process driven coach because 
when things aren't going your way you 
can fall back on a process.” 

“There was some good glimpses, some 
promising glimpses of what we've been 
trying to do with the ball and I thought 
for the most part our defending was very 
good and resolute.” 


AY 17TH OCTOB 
Report: Ben O’Neil Photos: Matthew Wetherill 


MATCH DETAILS 


Central Coast Mariners 1 (Duke 
90+2) 

Newcastle Jets 0 

Central Coast Stadium, Gosford 
Attendance: 10,443 

Referee: Kris Griffiths-Jones 


Central Coast Mariners Fe: 2. 
Storm Roux (23. Isaka Cernak 80’), 
3. Josh Rose, 5. Zac Anderson, 

7. John Hutchinson (C), 8. Nick 
Montgomery, 9. Mitchell Duke, 12. 
Liam Reddy (Gk), 14. Malick Mané, 
15. Matt Sim (11. Nick Fitzgerald 
68’), 26. Eddy Bosnar, 27. Kim 
Seung-Yong (18. Glen Trifiro 63’) 
Substitutes Not Used: 1. Matthew 
Nash (Gk), 10. Anthony Caceres 
Yellow Cards: Nil 

Red Cards: Nil 


Newcastle Jets Fc: 1. Mark Bi- 
righitti (Gk), 2. Scott Neville, Taylor 
Regan, Kew Jaliens (C), 9. Joel 
Griffiths (11. Andrew Hoole 68’), 12. 
Sam Gallagher, 13. Edson Montano 
(7. Jeronimo Neumann 77’), 16. 
Jacob Pepper, 17. James Virgili 

(10. Marcos Flores 62’), 22. Johnny 
Steele, 23. David Carney 
Substitutes Not Used: 8. Zenon 
Caravella, 20. Ben Kennedy (Gk) 
Yellow Cards: Regan, Flores, Jeroni- 
mo, Jaliens 

Red Cards: Nil 
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A-league Match Report | Round 1 


Villa delivers on 


debut for City | 


Se SE 4 


in 
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Sydney FC 1 (Gameiro 54’) 
i= 


ydney FC and Melbourne City have 

played out an entertaining 1-1 draw 
at Allianz stadium, in Sydney, in front of 
25,525 fans. 
With Spanish superstar David Villa 
starting on the bench in the first of his 
10 game stint in the A-league there was a 
palpable electricity and excitement present 
in the crowd, many of whom still wore 
the shirts emblazoned with their former 
idol Alessandro Del Piero, now plying his 
trade in the Indian Super League. 
With both sides optimistic over the 
new season it was Sydney who were 
on the back foot early as James Brown 
rattled the crossbar with under 5 minutes 
having elapsed on the clock. In fact it was 
Melbourne who were in the ascendancy 
for much of the opening half with a great 
pace and precision to their passing. The 
pitch at Allianz, watered heavily prior to 
kick-off, seeming to suit the visitors more 
than the home side. 
With new recruit Damien Duff, the 
former Chelsea winger, dangerous down 
the left hand side throughout the first half 
and former Wanderer Aaron Mooy the 
fulcrum of all attacking moves the best 
chance of the half fell to Mate Dugandzic 
who skewed his one on one opportunity 
wide leaving the first half to finish at 0-0, 
which reflected on both sides inability to 
find their feet in the final third. 


It wasn’t long into the second half though 
for Sydney FC to move through the gears, 
a disjointed first half that uncomfortably 
and eerily mirrored much of last season 
became a display of crisp interchanges 
between Nick Carle and Alex brosque 
resulting in a beautifully worked goal 

to Cory Gameiro who buried the ball 
into the top right hand corner of the 
Melbourne City goal. 

The lead wasn’t to last though as David 
Villa equalized for City, having come on 
to rapturous applause from the travelling 
City fans, with a goal that reminded 
everyone his first touch and finishing 
instinct was as dangerous as ever. 

With the second half much more open 
than the first there were chances for 

both teams to go on and win it with the 
crossbar equally as cruel to Sydney in the 
90th minute as Terry Antonis saw his 
dipping shot cannon back into play from 
25 metres, leaving both sides to share the 
spoils. 

New Manager Graham Arnold described 
Sydney as a work in progress and that 
much was evident in a performance that 
was both exhilarating and exhausting in 
equal measure. Melbourne on the other 
hand looked much improved from last 
season with a midfield that was particular- 
ly dangerous and with David Villa already 
on the scoring trail there is much for their 
fans to look forward to. 


Melbourne City 1 (Villa 63’) 
Allianz Stadium 
Attendance: 25,525 


Sydney FC - Janjetovic, Ryall, 
Ognenovski, Petkovic, Jurman 
(Gersbach 69’), Antonis, Dimitrije- 
vic, Carle, Gameiro (Burgess 89’), 
Brosque (c), Blackwood (Triantis 
51’) 


Melbourne City - Redmayne, 
Archibald, Wielaert, Kisnorbo (c), 
Eamsay, Paartalu, Mooy, Murdocca, 
Duff, Dugandzic (Marino 73’), 
Brown (Villa 48’) 


Yellow Cards: Antonis (25’), Carle 
(36’), Mooy (72’) 


Red Cards: N/A 
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| am footballer, hear me roar: Bruce Djite 
lets out his roar of approval after scoring for 
Adelaide United. 
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Reds Reign 
in Brisbane 


lwo of the A-League’s title contend- 
ers faced-off at Suncorp Stadium on 

Sunday afternoon and it was Adelaide 
whom emerged the victors, downing the 
reigning A-League champs 2-1. 

Josep Gombau’s side started poorly last 
year but this time around it would seem 
that the Reds have turned up from day 
one. 

Brisbane didn’t look as sharp as their 
new kit and replacement keeper Jamie 
Young was forced to deny Marcelo Car- 
rusca and deal with a trio of dangerous 
set pieces early on. 

For the first twenty minutes the visitors 
had the initiative but a foul on Matt 
McKay by Isais Sanchez would prove 
crucial. 

The resultant free-kick enabled Thomas 
Broich to give his side the lead. Whip- 
ping the ball in from the left neither side 
was able to get a touch and a fortuitous 
bounce was enough to deceive Eugene 
Galekovic. 

The absence of Berisha and Ivan Franjic 
was clearly apparent at times. Brisbane 
often lacked width on the right and 
repeatedly Broich was forced to wait for 
runners into the box. 

Adelaide were level shortly after the 


half-hour mark, some sloppy passing 
from Brisbane led to the ball breaking 

to a lurking Bruce Djite. The United 
striker wasted no time, turning and 
hitting a powerful shot past Young from 
twenty-five yards out. 

Dimitri Petratos and Liam Miller both 
had opportunities to find the back of the 
net before the end of the first forty-five 
but lacked the clinical finish needed to 
beat Galekovic. 

James Donachie, was the unfortunate 
victim of a wicked Sergio Cirio cross, the 
young Brisbane defender turning the ball 
into his own net at the far-post in the 
56th minute. 

Brisbane looked the more likely to 
scoreafter that but the frustration 

was building and in the 71st minute 
Matt McKay was unable to control his 
emotions. Delivering a spray for Ben 
Williams the referee wasted no time in 
issuing two yellow cards and condemn- 
ing the Brisbane captain to an early bath. 
Down to ten men the home side still 
managed to produce a frantic finale to 
the match but Adelaide did enough and 
held on for the three points. 


- 
LAIDE 
AoErD F.C. 
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Brisbane Roar 1 (Broich 20’) 
Adelaide United 2 (Djite 33’, Dona- 
chie Og 56’) 

Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 
Referee: Ben Williams 

Crowd: 16,195 


Brisbane Roar: 2. Matthew Smith 
(C), 3. Shane Stefanutto, 7. Mensur 
Kurtisi (75’ 10. Henrique), 11. Liam 
Miller (78’ 8. Steven Lustica), 13. 
Jade North, 15. James Donachie 
(90’ 12. Jean Carlos Solorzano), 17. 
Matthew Mckay, 18. Luke Brattan, 
21. Jamie Young, 22. Thomas 
Broich, 23. Dimitri Petratos 


Yellow Cards: Kurtisi, Mckay 
Red Cards: Mckay 


Adelaide United: 1. Eugene 
Galekovic (C), 3. Nigel Boogard, 4. 
Dylan Mcgowan, 7. Pablo Sanchez 
Alberto, 8. Isaias Sanchez, 9. Sergio 
Cirio, 10. Marcelo Carrusca (88° 

2. Michael Marrone), 11. Bruce 
Djite (83’ Bruce Kamau), 16. Craig 
Goodwin, 18. James Jeggo, 21. 
Tarek Elrich 


Yellow Cards: Jeggo, Sanchez, 


Boogard, Marrone 
Red Cards: Nil 
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ous Sta 
Season Opener 


A steering header by Andy Keogh in the 
32nd minute and a rifling shot into the 
top left hand corner by super-sub Jamie 
Maclaren in the 86th minute, earned 
Perth Glory FC three vital points in its 
opening Hyundai A-League fixture over 
Wellington Phoenix in New Zealand. 
Both teams had separate spells of con- 
trolling the tempo but Perth Glory FC 
was forced to contain a determined Phoe- 
nix in the first half which nearly saw the 
host’s new signings Roly Bonevacia and 
Nathan Burns on the scorers sheet. Glory 
was in real danger conceding a goal in the 
29th minute when Burns found himself 
one-on-one against Perth custodian 
Daniel Vukovic who denied Burns’ shot 
with a desperate leaning lunge to deflect 
the ball wide. 

‘Three minutes later, Perth’s Mitch Nichols 
orchestrated Glory’s lead. He picked out 
Keogh on the six yard line, perfectly send- 
ing the ball into his path, allowing the 
former English Premier League striker to 
weave in between two Phoenix defenders 
and glance the ball into the back of the 
net. 

In the second half Wellington kept 
pressing for the equaliser and it came 
through danger man Burns, who in the 
73rd minute cut the ball back to Michael 
McGlinchey who then simply tapped the 
ball into the back of the net. 


Both teams looked for the decider. After 
testing Phoenix keeper Glen Moss earlier, 
Nichols forced him into action again in 
the 84th minute with a driving shot on 
the half volley. Moss had no answer for a 
thumping strike by substitute Maclaren 
two minutes later, who after receiving the 
ball from Youssouf Hersi in the middle of 
the park, ran hard toward goal and fired 
the ball into the back of the net. 

Perth Glory FC wingback Scott Jamieson 
said the win was a great lift for the team. 
“Tt’s always hard coming here to Welling- 
ton, it’s a long road trip but we are very 
excited and proud to walk away with 
three points” he said. 

“But let’s not forget it’s only a win in the 
first match, not the title and we face stiff 
opposition in our first home game next 
Sunday”. 

Perth Glory will face off against Brisbane 
Roar on October 19 who are licking their 
wounds after losing their opeing clas 
againt ADeliade United 2-1. 

Jamieson has encouraged all supporters to 
attend the home match against Brisbane. 
“It’s such an important match for us, it’s 
the first home game of the season so I 
would love it if all the fans and supporters 
could come along and help us get back- 


to-back victories”. 
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Crates 


WELLINGTON 


K PHOENIX 
a) a 


Wellington Phoenix 1 (McGlinchey 
73’) 

Perth Glory FC 2 (Keogh 32’, 
Maclaren 86’) 

Attendance: 7767 


Wellington Phoenix: 1. Glen 

MOSS, 2. Manny MUSCAT, 3. Roly 
BONEVACIA (21. Roy KRISHNA 90’), 
8.Alejandro Rodriguez GORRIN (17. 
Vince LIA 80’) 9.Natahan Burns, 

10 Michael MCGLINCHEY, 11. 
Jeremy BROCKIE, 13. Albert RIERA, 
18.Benjamin SIGMUND, 19. Thomas 
DOYLE, (16.Louis FENTON 61’) 22. 
Andrew DURANTE (C) 


Yellow Cards: Bonevacia 58’ 


Perth Glory FC: 1.Daniel VUKOVIC 
(GK), 5.Rostyn GRIFFITHS, 6.Dino 
DJULBIC.7.Youssouf HERSI, 9.Andy 
KEOGH, 10 Nebosja MARINKOVIC, 
11.Richard GARCIA (15. Jamie MA- 
CLAREN 80’), 17.Mitch NICHOLS, 
19.Josh RISDON, 21.Scott JAMIE- 
SON 23.Michael THWAITE (C), 


Yellow cards: Nichols 12’, Griffiths 
26’ 


Wwww.goalweekly.com 


Danny Vukovic 
Perth Glory 


The Glory goalkeeper 
made an impressive 
return to the A-League 
with.arseries of fine 
saves to keep the 
Glory in the match. 


Tarek Elrich Zac Anderson Mathieu Delpierre 
Adelaide United Central Coast Mariners Melbourne Victory 


Daniel Georgievksi 
Melbourne Victory 


Brisbane Roar looked set 
to snatch an equaliser 
in stoppage time, only 

for Elrich to slide in from 
nowhere and clear the 

danger straight off Hen- 
rique’s boots, capping, off 
a solid performance at 
the back. 


The former Gold 

Coast United player 
is slowly building his 
reputation in Gosford 

and put in another 
assured performance 
against Newcastle to 
secure a clean sheet. 


The-fomer Stuttgart cap- 
tain made an immediate 
impact on his A-League 
debut, volleying home 
after just eight minutes to 
give his side the lead. The 
33-year-old brought an 
extra-level of compsure to 
the Victory defence. 


The Macedonian interna- 
tional made his A-League 
debut in the unnatural posi- 
tion of left back but he was 
up to the challenge, effec- 
tively shackling Kwabena 
Appiah-Kubi whilst provid- 
ing forward support. 


Malick Mane 
Central Coast Mariners 


Mane was easily the 
most dangerous player 
on the park at Blue- 
tongue Stadium and 
delighted fans with his 
pace and determination 
up front. 


Leigh Broxham Terry Antonis 
Melbourne Victory Sydney FC 


Antonis once again 
showed his ability on 
the ball throughout the 
game, including a won- 
derfully executed volley 
that rattled the crossbar 
in the second half. 


Bruce Djite 
Adelaide United 


The robust forward 
was with a goal for 
his efforts leading the 
line on Sunday, firing 
home from outside 
the area to help his 
side to victory against 


Brisbane 


Damien Duff 
Melbourne City 


The former Chelsea 
winger consistently 
found space in the 
final third and was the 
man to set up Villa 
for his first A-League 


Sliding on the captain’s 
armband, the 26-year-old 
turned in the perfor- 
mance of a true leader, 
scoring one goal and 
going close with several 


other thunderous shots. 


Kosta Barbarousses 
Melbourne Victory 


The Victory striker 
was at his marauding 
best on Friday night, 


breaking down the 
right flank at ease 
in partnership with 
Jason Geria and Gui 
Finkler. 
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18 October 1962 - Newcastle Jets coach 
Phil Stubbins (pictured) born in Hull, England 


19th October 1954 - Sam Allardyce, 
English football manager born 


20 October 1949 - 1974 World Cup Socceroo Ernie 
Campbell born in Sydney, represented Australia 
24 times between 1971 to 1975 and scored 3 
goals. 


20 October 2013 - Tim Cahill has the record for 
scoring the fastest goal in MLS history, scoring for 
New York Redbulls within the first 7 seconds of the 
game against Houston Dynamo 


22nd October 1929 - Lev Yashin, Soviet-Russian 
football goalkeeper (Soviet Union 1954-1967) 


22nd October 1949 - Arséne Wenger, French 
football manager born 


October 23 1940 - Edison Arantes do Nascimen- 
to, otherwise known as Pele, is born in Trés 
Coracoes, Brazil. He is still regarded as the 
best player ever and is the only player to have 
won three World Cups (1958, 1962, 1970). 


23 October 1978 - Socceroo and Melbourne 
Victory forward Archie Thompson born in 
Otorohanga, New Zealand 


24 October 1985 - Socceroo and Jeonnam Dragons 
(Korea) defender Robert Cornthwaite born in 
Blackburn, England 


24th October 1857 - World’s 1st soccer club, Shef- 
field FC, founded in England 


25th October 1931 - Jimmy Mcllroy, Irish footballer 
and football manager born 


26th October 1863 - Football Association forms 
in England, standardizing soccer, splitting with 
rugby 
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e Adelaide Utd V Melb Victory Fri 17 Oct Adel Oval 7PM Vy, 


1. Eugene Galekovic 
(captain) 

2. Michael Marrone 

3. Nigel Boogaard 

4. Dylan McGowan 

5. Osama Malik 

6. Cassio (vice-captain) 
7. Pablo Sanchez 

8. Isaias 

9. Cirio 

10. Marcelo Carrusca 
11. Bruce Djite 

12. Mark Ochieng 
13. Dylan Smith 

14. Cameron Watson 
15. Ben Warland 

16. Craig Goodwin 
17. Awer Mabil 

18. James Jeggo 
20. Paul Izzo 

21. Tarek Elrich 

22. Fabio Ferreira 
23. Jordan Elsey 

24. Bruce Kamau 
30. John Hall 

32. Nathan 
Konstandopoulos 


< 


Matt Mays 


n historic night awaits on 
Friday night at the City of 
Churches as Adelaide Oval 


opens its doors for the first competi- 
tive football game since it’s upgrade, 
and what a cracker to cut the red 
ribbon. Adelaide United welcomes 
Melbourne Victory in a mouth-wa- 
tering encounter, which is expected 
to have around 40,000 passionate SA 
and travelling Victorian football fans 
pack the 5-star stadium. 

Two teams with a rich history of 
rivalry, come together in a rich vein 
of form - both with a solid pre-sea- 
son schedule under their beats and 
opening day victories respectively. 

Adelaide United head into this one 
after a hard fought victory at Bris- 
bane Roar last Sunday, while Victory 


e Adelaide United have only won both of their opening two league 
games of a season in one of their previous nine A-League campaigns 


The Odds Head to Head | 


$2.45 Adelaide 10 


Victory $2.75 Victory 15 


Kiss of Death 
Adelaide Utd 1-1 Melb Victory 


YU 


w 


e 


Friday Night Fireworks 
At Adelaide Oval 


set the A-League alight by destroying 
Western Sydney in Melbourne last 
Friday. 

The Reds defended very well as 
a team in Brisbane but the task of 
keeping the likes of new Victory 
striker Berisha will be a whole new 
kettle of fish. 

Despite the huge opening day 
victory for United, Bruce Djite, who 
scored a thunderous strike at Sun- 
corp, has asked Reds fans for calm 
and to keep their feet on the ground. 

Local lad and new arrival Craig 
Godwin, is chomping at the bit for 
the game knowing how important 
the derby is to the fans. 

“Me, being a local boy, I have sat in 
the stands and I have watched these 
games quite often so I know what it’s 


1. a Coe 

2. Jason Geria 

4. Nick Ansell 

5. Mark Milligan 
(captain) 

6. Leigh Broxham 
(vice-captain) 

7. Gui Finkler 

8. Besart Berisha 

9. Kosta Barbarouses 
10. Archie Thompson 
11. Connor Pain 

13. Andrew Nabbout 
14. Fahid Ben Khalfallah 
15. Daniel Georgievski 
16. Rashid Mahazi 

17. Matthieu Delpierre 
18. Dylan Murnane 

20. Lawrence Thomas 
21. Carl Valeri 

22. Jesse Makarounas 
23. Adrian Leijer 
(2nd vice-captain) 
24. Scott Galloway 
26. Jordan Brown 


all about, and I think all the other 
boys do as well.” 
Gombau will have a selection head- 
ache though as he decides whether 
to risk putting Fabio Ferreira straight 
back into the team after his come- 
back from injury at Brisbane, albeit 
for the last 2 minutes. The Portu- 
guese has been out for a number of 
weeks with an ankle injury. 
Melbourne Victory will be bringing 
a huge following to Adelaide Oval 
with them and hope to seek revenge 
after the last time the sides met at 
Coopers last season. The Reds threw 
away a 2 goal lead the last time the 
sides met in Adelaide last year, which 
proved to be Ange Postecoglou’s pe- 
nultimate game in charge of Victory. 


© Melbourne Victory have conceded a goal in 20 


of their last 21 A-League away games. 


(2012-13). 
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imiAmineRs 


1. Matthew Nash 

2. Storm Roux 

3. Joshua Rose 

5. Zac Anderson 

6. Brent Griffiths 

7. John Hutchinson (C) 
8. Nick Montgomery 
9. Mitchell Duke 

10. Anthony Caceres 
11. Nick Fitzgerald 
12. Liam Reddy 

14. Malick Mané 

15. Matthew Sim 
16. Liam Rose 

17. Richard Vernes 
18. Glen Trifiro 

19. Matt Simon 

20. Anthony Kalik 
21. Michael Neill 
22. Tom Slater 

23. Isaka Cernak 
24. Hayden Morton 
25. Eddy Bosnar 

26. Kim Seung-yong 


Draw $3.75 


Kareem Muhamed 


One league title, one championship, 
13 goals, 28 assists and two fan's 
player of the year awards are the type 
of achievements that can turn players 
into club legends. However it is the 
circumstances surrounding the for- 
mer fan favourite’s departure that has 
left Mariner’s supporters ultimately 
disappointed. The league’s most 
controversial transfer saga to date 
had threatened to negatively impact 
both the Mariner’s and Wellington's 
preseason preparations. After weeks 
of mediation, the Mariners finally 
relented and granted McGlinchey 
his wish to the join the Phoenix. 

The midfield maestro will now make 
an early return to his old stomping 
ground this weekend, where he can 


The Odds 


Head to Head 


Mariners 11 


be sure to expect a hostile reception. 
The last match between the two sides 
ended in a 4-1 victory away from 
home for the Phoenix, a result that 
proved the turning point for the 
Mariner’s season. It was their fourth 
straight loss, leaving the Mariners 
barely hanging onto a top six spot. 
They then went onto win four of 
their next six games to finish third 
on the table. The result however had 
the opposite effect on Wellington, 
with the Phoenix failing to win 
another game for the remainder of 
the season. 

This time Wellington will be looking 
to use this fixture as a chance to 
springboard their season, following a 
disappointing opening round loss at 
home to Perth Glory. Two defensive 
errors proved costly for Merrick’s 


ita 
t 


1. Glen Moss 

2. Manny Muscat 

3. Reece Caira 

4. Roly Bonevacia 

5. Michael Boxall 

6. Josh Brindell-South 
7. Kenny Cunningham 
8. Alejandro Gorrin 

9. Nathan Burns 

10. Michael McGlinchey 
11. Jeremy Brockie 
12. Tyler Boyd 

13. Albert Riera 

14. Alex Rufer 

15. Jason Hicks 

16. Louis Fenton 

17. Vince Lia 

18. Ben Sigmund 
(vice-captain) 

19. Tom Doyle 

20. Lewis Italiano 

21. Roy Krishna 

22. Andrew Durante 
(captain) 

23. Matthew Ridenton 


side, something he will be keen to 
correct for this weekend’s match. 
The Mariners on the other hand, 
come into this match in high spirits 
after defeating Palm Beach mid-week 
to become the first team through to 
the FFA Cup semi-finals. The 5-0 
victory capped off a successful week 
for the Mariners following their last 
gasp derby win against the Newcastle 
Jets. 

There are no new injury concerns for 
either side. However the Mariners 
mid-week match might play a factor. 
Young Anthony Caceres could come 
in for captain, John Hutchinson, 
whilst the in-form Matt Sim, follow- 
ing a four goal haul in the FFA Cup, 
looks to retain his starting position 
on the left wing. 


xy 

1. van Necevski > 
2. Sebastian Ryall 

3. SaSa Ognenovski 
(vice captain) 

4. Pedj Bojic 

5. Matthew Jurman 
6. Nikola Petkovic 
(vice captain) 

7. Corey Gameiro 

8. MiloS Dimitrijevic 
9. Shane Smeliz 

11. Bernie Ibini-Isei 
12. Hagi Gligor 

13. Alex Gersbach 
14. Alex Brosque 
(captain) 

16. Chris Naumoff 
17. Terry Antonis 

18. Peter Triantis 

19. Nick Carle 

20. Vedran Janjetovic 
21. Marc Janko 

22. Ali Abbas 

23. Rhyan Grant 

30. Anthony Bouzanis 


Draw $3.35 


Sydney FC Vs Wanderers 


The Odds 


a 


) Head to ma 


Sydney FC 3 


Melb City 4 


Kiss of Death 


Mariners 2-1 Phoenix 


Alex Porter 


fter a less than stellar start to 

their respective seasons, Sydney 
FC claiming a point at home to 
Melbourne City while the Western 
Sydney Wanderers suffered their 
worst loss in the short history of 
their franchise conceding 4 goals to 
Melbourne Victory, both teams go 
into this weekends Sydney derby with 
everything to play for. 
With an expected sold out crowd at 
Allianz stadium there is more than 
simply 3 points on the line, and 
indeed more than the bragging rights 
that are offered to the victors. Instead, 
the most important prize for the win- 
ners will be the opportunity to stake 
their claim as legitimate contenders to 
the A-league crown. 
For Sydney FC, following years 


in the wilderness, trying to escape 
mid table obscurity off the back of 
Alessandro Del Piero’s magic, this is 
the year where stability and efficiency 
look to trump media hype. With the 
raft of signings shrewdly brought in 
by Graham Arnold finally able to 
come together following the interna- 
tional break that disrupted Sydney's 
squad on the opening day of the 
A-league season, the stage is set for 
an attacking masterclass with Bernie 
Ibini, Shane Smeltz and Austrian 
International and Marquee signing 
Marc Janko all likely to play a part. 
The Western Sydney Wanderes 
on the other hand have been the 
benchmark for the past two A-league 
seasons. Despite not winning a 
premiership thus far, their runs to the 
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1. Ante Covic 

2. Shannon Cole 

3. Daniel Mullen 

4. Nikolai Topor-Stanley 
(Captain) 

5. Brendan Hamill 

6. Antony Golec 

7. Labinot Haliti 

8. Tomi Juric 

10. Vitor Saba 

11. Brendon Santalab 
13. Matthew Spiranovic 
14. Kwabena Appiah 
15. Yianni Perkatis 
17. Romeo Castelen 
18. lacopo La Rocca 
19. Mark Bridge 

20. Dean Bouzanis 
23. Jason Trifiro 

31. Alusine Fofanah 
32. Daniel Alessi 

34. .Golgol Mebrahtu 
TBC. Seyi Adeleke 


Grand Final in the last two seasons 
have established them as genuine 
contenders and this year looked to 

be no different. However after the 
opening day capitulation to the 
Melbourne Victory there are whispers 
that this organised and disciplined 
unit brought together by Tony 
Popovic may not be the power it once 
was following the loss of star creative 
forces Shinji Ono, Aaron Mooy and 
Youseff Hersi. 

With so much on the line and a 
predicted sell out crowd, this shapes 
up to be the biggest and most explo- 
sive Sydney Derby yet. The Western 
Sydney Wanderers and Sydney FC 
both want to plant their flag in the 
Sydney football landscape, time will 
tell whose claim is strongest. 


e Sydney FC have scored in 11 successive A-League  °Wanderers have lost just one of their last five A-League derbies 


games, but they’ve also conceded in 10 of these matches. against Sydney FC (W3 D1 L1), but this came in their last meeting 


(March 2014). 
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Melb City Vs Newcastle J 
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Sun 19 Oct AAMI Park 3PM 


1. Andrew Redmayne 
3. Robbie Wielaert 

4. Connor Chapman 
5. Erik Paartalu 

6. Aaron Mooy 

7. lain Ramsay 

8. Massimo Murdocca 
9. David Villa 

10. Robert Koren 

11. Damien Duff 

13. Jonatan Germano 
14. James Brown 

15 David Williams 
17. Jason Hoffman 
18. Paulo Retre 

19. Benjamin Garuccio 
20. Tando Velaphi 

21. Stefan Mauk 

22. Nick Kalmar 

23. Mate Dugandzic 
24. Patrick Kisnorbo 


Draw $3.85 


Sydney FC 3 


25. Jacob Melling 
26. Marc Marino 


Kiss of Death 


Melb City 4-2 Newcastle | 


1. Mark Birighitti (Gk) 
2. Scott Neville 

3. Taylor Regan 

4. Kew Jaliens (C) 

5. Ben Kantarovski 

6. Adrian Madaschi 

7. Jeronimo Neumann 
8. Zenon Caravella 

9. Joel Griffiths 

10. Marcos Flores 

11. Andrew Hoole 

12. Sam Gallagher 
13. Edson Montano 
14. Billy Celeski 

15. Josh Barresi 

16. Jacob Pepper 

17. James Virgili 

18. Allan Welsh 

19. Mitch Cooper 

20. Ben Kennedy (Gk) 
21. Sam Gallaway 

22. Jonny Steele 

23. David Carney 
yy 25. Brandon Lundy 
30. John Solari (Gk) 


City prepare for home debut 


he Melbourne City revolution 

rolls on to round two after 
a 1-1 draw away to Sydney FC 
last week, while Newcastle Jets 
slumped to a 1-0 defeat in the F3 
derby. Two strugglers of season nine 
meet at AAMI Park on Sunday 
afternoon looking for an upturn in 
fortunes. In the first home match 
since the official rebranding from 
Heart to City, Sunday afternoon 
also marks the home debut of David 
Villa and Damien Duff. The duo 
wasted a mere 15 minutes before 
combining brilliantly to cancel out 
Corey Gameiro’s equaliser, giving 
supporters a glimpse of the evident 
gulf in class they possess. 
Phil Stubbins received a cruel 
introduction to life at the Jets, as 
he saw his side dominate possession 


© Melb City are unbeaten in their last four home meetings with 


Jets; winning three of these matches (W3 D1). 


for fair chunks of the contest, while 
chances went begging for both side's. 
Mitchell Duke’s stoppage time strike 
earned the Central Coast Mariners 
all three points - undoubtedly leaving 
the Jets to rue their profligacy in 
front of goal. 

James Virgili performed well before 
being substituted for Marcos Flores 

- the 22-year-old winger has shown 
flashes of brilliance during his time at 
the Jets, and nearly orchestrated his 
side going ahead in the derby. Vir- 
gili’s pass to Jonathan Steele cut the 
Mariners defence wide open before 
the striker spooned a lob well over 
Liam Reddy’s crossbar. Moments like 
this will need to be capitalised on 
against a City side who will only get 
better as the big names gel. 
International marquee Robert Koren 


is also set to debut for the hosts 

after picking up a calf injury late in 
pre-season. A creative force at former 
clubs West Bromwich Albion and 
Hull City, the Slovenian captain will 
look to compliment the threat posed 
to Taylor Regan, Mark Birighitti and 
co in the Jets rearguard. 

How the visitors deal with the threat 
of Duff, Koren and Villa, amongst 
others, will decide the fate of the 
points at AAMI Park. Presumably, 
Stubbins’ side will look to deny the 
City danger-men time on the ball, 
while attempting to counter attack 
a defence that have had minimal 
playing time together. The form of 
second-gamers, Ross Archibald and 
Erik Paartalu will be crucial for John 
Van't Schip’s men. 


Melb City are now on a seven-game winless streak in the 
A-League (D3 L4), despite scoring in six of these games. 
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1. Danny Vukovic 

2. Jack Clisby 

3. Brandon O'Neill 
5. Rostyn Griffiths 
6. Dino Dulbic 

7. Youssouf Hersi 

8. Ruben Zadkovich 
9. Andy Keogh 

10. NebojSa Marinkovic 
11. Richard Garcia 
13. Diogo Ferreira 
14. Chris Harold 

15. Jamie Maclaren 
16. Sidnei 

17. Mitch Nichols 
18. Jack Duncan 
19. Joshua Risdon 
20. Daniel De Silva 
21. Scott Jamieson 
22. Cameron Edwards 
23. Michael Thwaite 
(Captain) 

24. Matthew Davies 
25. Riley Woodcock 
26. Harry O’Brien 
30. Jordan Thurtell 


Draw $3.35 Perth 5 


Kiss of Death 
Glory 3-1 Roar 


1. Michael Theo (Gk) 
2. Matt Smith (C) 

3. Shane Stefanutto 
4. Adam Sarota 

5. Corey Brown 

6. George Lambadaridis 
7. Mensur KurtiShi 
8. Steven Lustica 
10. Henrique 

11. Liam Miller 

12. Carlos Solorzano 
13. Jade North 

14. Daniel Bowles 
15. James Donachie 
16. Devante Clut 

17. Matt Mckay 

18. Luke Brattan 

19. Jack Hingert 

20. Kofi Danning 

21. Jamie Young (Gk) 
22. Thomas Broich 
23. Dimitri Petratos 
27. Ben Litfin 

28. Brandon Borrello 
29. Patrick Theodore 


Glory awaits champs 


erth Glory will be looking to 

make it back-to-back victories 
to begin the 2014-15 Hyundai 
A-League season, when they take on 
reigning Champions Brisbane Roar 
at nib Stadium on Sunday (2pm 
WA Time). The Roar suffered a first 
up 2-1 defeat at home to Adelaide 
United in round one, while the 
Glory won over the ditch against 
Wellington Phoenix. 
Glory new recruit Andy Keogh 
started life in the competition with a 
bang, scoring the opener in Welling- 
ton, and his partnership with both 
Mitch Nichols and Youssouf Hersi 
paid immediate dividends for Kenny 
Lowe’s side. Keeper Danny Vukovic 
was the star in the 2-1 win, making 


e Perth Glory are winless in their last four A-League 


meeting with Brisbane Roar (L3 D1). 


a number of fine saves, which must 
be a concern to Lowe, as the Phoenix 
managed to cut through the Glory 
backline on a number of occasions, 
and they will need to be on their toes 
as the Roar will be out to put the 
first round defeat behind them. 
Brisbane head to the West without 
skipper Matt Mackay who was sent 
off for dissent last week, and his drive 
from the middle of the park will be 
sorely missed. New Albanian striker 
Mensur Kurtisi had a quite debut for 
the club last week, replaced midway 
through the second half and picking 
up a booking. But debutant keeper 
Jamie Young was in fine form, and 
like his Glory counterpart was their 
man of the match. Mike Mulvey will 
be looking for an improvement from 
the defence, after errors cost them 


dearly against Adelaide. 

The midfield battle will go a long 
way to settle this one. Brisbane’s 
German midfielder Thomas Broich, 
Luke Brattan and former Glory 
midfielder Liam Miller will be vital 
if they are to leave with all three 
points, but Glory trio Richard Gar- 
cia, Rostyn Griffiths and Neboojsa 
Marinkovic, looked compact last 
week and will be relishing taking on 
the League Champions 

The last time the two sides met in 
Perth was in round 15 last season, 
when they fought out a 0-0 draw. 
Besart Berisha was sent off after only 
30 minutes, but the Glory couldn't 
make their numerical advantage 
count. 


eBrisbane Roar have conceded only four goals in their 
last eight A-League matches against Perth Glory. 
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Best Bets Compiled by Joshua Hercus 


Adelaide United vs Melbourne 
Victory 

Two sides which both started off with 
great wins set up a fantastic clash to 
start round 2. 

The attacking manner in which both 
sides played also bodes well this week 
for a free flowing affair, 

Bersart Berisha played a starring role 
in the Victory side and scored from 

the spot. 

That’s why | think that Victory can look 
to build on that performance and find 
a upset victory tantalising especially 
with Adelaide coming off a five day 
break. 

Victory to win at $2.80 


Central Coast Mariners vs Welling- 
ton Phoenix 

Central Coast scored a late winner in 
the F3 derby last week, while Welling- 
ton suffered a home loss at the hands 
of Perth Glory, Jeremy Brockie and 


Nathan Burns worked well together 
upfront and will be better for the run 
out together. 

Central Coast however had a solid 
back line which has been a staple of 
their club. 

Look for Central Coast to win one to 
nil at $7.00 


Sydney FC vs Western Sydney 
Wanders 

The Western Sydney Wanders looked 
stunned last week against the Victory 
going down by a massive 4 to 1 and 
never even really looked likely in the 
match, Sydney FC on the other hand 
were held to a draw by some David 
Villa brilliance and a lack of clinical 
finishing in front of goal. 

Sydney FC can expect to start scoring 
more freely and allow for a very solid 
backing. 

Sydney FC to win with -1 handicap 
at $5.50 


Melbourne City vs Newcastle Jets 
David Villa came off the bench and 
scored and showed why he should 

be feared in the A League, the Jets 
showed a valiant effort in only going 
down to a late goal in the F3, City 
looked like their players were still 
getting to know each other but will be 
better for the hit out. 

Melbourne City to win -1 at $2.80 


Perth Glory vs Brisbane Roar 
Andy Keogh looked good last week 
for Perth and helped them get their 
first win while Brisbane looked a bit 
lethargic in a home surprise lose to 
Adelaide. 

With Brisbane look disappointed with 
the result and despite Perth's good 
first up result it can be expected that 
Brisbane will bounce back with key 
talisman Broich to play a major role. 
Broich to score anytime at $3.50 
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Will the real Phoenix please stand up! 


Wellington Phoenix captain Andrew Durante said he 
wanted to “change the perceptions of Phoenix” in 
Australia. 

On the form Wellington Phoenix displayed against Perth 
Glory, he is way off the mark. And yes...on this form they 
will be easy beats. How did this team beat West Ham 
United! 

They played like a team assembled in a pub 30 minutes 
before kick-off. You know..... anyone fancy a game of 
football ! 

On paper Phoenix have the talent. However, judging 

on their performance against Perth Glory one wonders 
whether or not that “talent” is over-estimated as per 
Wayne Swan’s ALP’s 2012/2013 budget. 

Be that as it may. Phoenix could have done with Stein 
Huysegems against Perth Glory. Why they let the Belgian 
go is a mystery. 

Jeremy Brockie, a good loyal servant of New Zealand 
football and a player who scored 16 goals in the 2012- 
2013 season, is a pale shadow of his old self. In fact i 
think he will find it hard to get a place in a team like 
Napier City Rovers or Hawke’s Bay United in the lower 
tiers of Kiwi football. He is yesterday's hero. 

The five new players, Nathan Burns, Roly Bonevacia, Tom 
Doyle, Alex Rodrquez and Michael McGlincey were a 


mixed bag. McGlincey and Bonevacia were always in the 
thick of things but the action around them went pear- 
shaped. Burns, Rodriquez and local product Doyle might 
need a little more time. So I will reserve my judgement. 
One cannot deny that Glory deserved their victory. How- 
ever, Phoenix could have at least been two goals up in 

the first 28 minutes. Burns who has had a mixed career 
playing in Greece (AEK) and in Korea (Incheon) missed 
two sitters. 

As I said earlier ,Phoenix played as if they had just been 
introduced to each other. The final pass just wasn’t there 
and Glory played well within themselves. 

Even so, Phoenix showed glimpses of slick form but 
somehow they just did not have the confidence to take on 
the opposition. When on attack they looked dangerous. 
But it was like sitting in an electric chair waiting for 
someone to throw the switch. 

Phoenix will undoubtedly improve on this performance. 
So Australia...prepare yourselves for seeing Wellington 
Phoenix in the play-offs. The result against Glory was a 
hiccup in their campaign. They have the talent. What 
they need is a bit of mongrel and some cohesion. 

It might bring a smile to the deadpan face of coach Ernie 
Merrick. Wouldn't you like to play poker against Merrick? 
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Saturday 18-Oct 

Sky Bet Championship Round 12 Rotherham v 
Leeds 5:45am LIVE 

Scottish Premiership Round 10 Hamilton v 
Aberdeen 5:45am LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
Sky Bet Championship Round 12 Cardiff v 
Nottm Forest 10:15pm LIVE on setantasportsplus. 
com 

Scottish Premiership Round 10 Ross County v 
Celtic 10:45pm LIVE 


Sunday 19-Oct 

Sky Bet Championship Round 12 Teams TBC 
tam LIVE 

Sky Bet League 1 Round 13 Bradford v Sheff 
United 3:15am LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
Bundesliga Round 12 Schalke v Hertha Berlin 
3:30am LIVE 

Serie A Round 7 Sassuolo v Juventus 11:25am 
Delayed 

Serie A Round 7 Roma v Chievo 1:15pm Delayed 
Bundesliga Round 8 Bayern v Werder Bremen 
3:05pm Delayed 

Bundesliga Round 8 Cologne v Dortmund 
4:55pm Delayed 

Serie A Round 7 Fiorentina v Lazio 9:30pm LIVE 
Serie A Round 7 Verona v AC Milan 11:55pm 
LIVE 


Monday 20-Oct 

Serie A Round 7 Inter v Napoli 5:45am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 8 Stuttgart v Leverkusen 
11:40am Delayed 

Bundesliga Round 8 Hamburg v Hoffenheim 
1:30pm Delayed 

Bundesliga Round 8 Paderborn v Frankfurt 

3:20pm Delayed 


Tuesday 21-Oct 
Football Serie A Round 7 Genoa v Empoli 
5:45am LIVE 


Thursday 23-Oct 
Copa Sudamericana Round of 16 2nd Leg River 
Plate v Libertad 11:30am LIVE 


Friday 24-Oct 

UEFA Europa League Group Stage Matchday 3 
Lille v Everton 4am LIVE 

UEFA Europa League Group Stage Matchday 3 
Tottenham v Asteras 6:05am LIVE 

Copa Sudamericana Round of 16 2nd Leg 
Deportivo Copita v Boca Juniors 11:05am LIVE 
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English Premier League 

Tue Oct 21 West Brom v Manchester United 
5.50 am Fox 1 

Sat Oct 25 West Ham v Manchester City 
10.35 pm Fox 1 

Sun Oct 26 Liverpool v Hull 

12.50 am Fox 1 

Sun Oct 26 Southampton v Stoke 

12.50 am Viewers Choice 

Sun Oct 26 Sunderland v Arsenal 

12.50 am Viewers Choice 

Sun Oct 26 West Brom v Crystal Palace 
12.50 am Viewers Choice 

Sun Oct 26 Swansea v Leicester 

3.20 am Fox 1 

Sun Oct 27 Burnley v Everton 

12.20 am Fox 1 

Sun Oct 27 Tottenham v Newcastle 
12.20 am Fox 2 

Sun Oct 27 Manchester United v Chelsea 


2.45 am Fox 1 
Mon Oct 28 OPR v Aston Villa 
6.50 am Fox 1 


Asian Champions League Final 
Sat Oct 25 Leg 1: Western Sydney v Al Hilal 


7.30 pm Fox 3 

A-League 

Fri Oct 24 Brisbane v Sydney FC 
7.40 pm Fox 1 

Sat Oct 25 Melb Victory v Melbourne City 
7.30 pm Fox 1 

Sun Oct 26 Wellington v Newcastle 
3.00 pm Fox 1 

Sun Oct 26 Adelaide v Perth 

5.00 pm Fox 1 

FFA Cup 


Tue Oct 21 QF1: Sydney FC v Adelaide Utd 
7.30 pm Fox 2 


La Liga 

Sun Oct 26 Real Madrid v Barcelona 
2.55 am Fox 3 

Sun Oct 27 Sevilla v Villarreal 

4.55 am Fox 2 


Indian Super League 

Wed Oct 22 Club Chennai v Kerala 

12.30 am Fox 2 

Fri Oct 24 FC Goa v Atletico de Kolkata 
12.30 am Fox 2 

Sat Oct 25 Mumbai City v North East United 
12.30 am Fox 2 


Couch Potato - au times are acot 


HOT 


Well, we anticipated a cracker 
of an opening round for this 
A-League season and it’s fair to 
say we werent disappointed! 
Beginning with Victory’s 4-1 
thumping of the Wanderers 
and extending to David Villa's 
goal-on-debut for Melbourne 
City vs. Sydney FC, the stage 
is set for a scintillating Round 
2 - the showpiece of which 

is bound to be the Sydney 
Derby. With Wanderers’ ACL 
date-with-destiny looming and 
the Sky Blues itching to beat 
their crosstown foe, you just 
know this one wont let the 
fans down! On the FFA Cup 
front, whilst unfortunate to see 
Gold Coast club Palm Beach 
Sharks lose, the overall-good 
performances by the ‘minnow 
sides has more than validated 
the Cup in its inaugural run. 


NOT 


We all know football is a 

game of high emotions, but 
nonetheless it’s no justification 
for Brisbane Roar veteran 
Matt McKay’s brain-snap in 
the clash against Adelaide 
United; to further rub it in, 

it was the Reds who won the 
day 2-1. One would expect a 
stalwart-figure of the A-League 
like Matty-Mac to know better 
but alas, to prove the old adage 
“we're only human”...one 

thing is certain though, if the 
reigning-champs Roar are to 
prove equal to the challenges 
facing them in the post-Besart 
Berisha era, they will need 
their experienced heads to 
keep their cool! 


By Alvaro Rodriguez 
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V-League 


Vipers and Pascoe m 


A new season was upon us the 17th 
season of the Premiership and as always 
with round one there was an air of 
excitement around with all the sides 
eager to get off to a good start. Our first 
game of the season saw Ashburton who 
avoided relegation by the skin of their 
teeth take on three time champions 

Vic Vipers. In a hard fought encounter 
the Vipers raced to a 5-1 lead early 

in the contest but Ashburton to their 
credit fought until the very end going 
down 5-4 and only just falling short of 
stealing a point. 

Our next game saw Balwyn who sur- 
vived their first season back in the top 
flight take on last seasons champions 
Pascoe Vale who were on an incredible 
winning run of over 40 games. As 
expected Pascoe jumped out to a 4-1 
half time lead but much like Ashburton, 
Balwyn battled back into the contest 
but just didn’t have enough to topple 
the champions as Pascoe hung on for a 
comfortable 9-5 victory. 

Next up was expected to be the game of 


ey 


the round and it didn’t disappoint when 
Fitzroy took on Hume. A high intensity 
and close first half saw Hume just hold 
the advantage at 2-1 but they knew it 
would not be enough against a Fitzroy 
side know for scoring goals. Going into 
the second half the game intensified 
even more as challenges were flying in 
left right and center, It literally went 
down to the final seconds when Hume 
were denied a goal after having put the 
ball in the net to share the spoils at 4-4. 
Finally we got a look at newly pro- 
moted Carlton Heart as they took on 
league stalwarts Metropolitan. Always 

a consistent side Metro was a tough ask 
for the Heart in their first game back in 
the top flight, But they managed to stay 
in touch with them early on as nothing 
could split the two sides going into half 
time deadlocked at 3-3. The second half 
Carlton managed to break away keeping 
Metro to just one goal while banging 

in four of their own to seal a huge three 
points on the opening day and a perfect 
return to the NIKE V-League. 


-_— 


Vipers captain Jonathan Barrientos 
(front) and Maxi Avram (back) celebrate 
their fifth goal of the game against 


Ashburton. 


ake winning starts 


NIKE V-League Ladder 


Rank Team Played Points 
1 Pascoe ValeFC 1 3 
2 FC Carlton 1 3 
3 Vic Vipers FC 1 3 
4 Fitzroy FC 1 1 
5 Hume FC 1 1 
6 Ashburton FC 1 0 
7 Metropolitan FC 1 0 
8 FC Balwyn 1 0 
19 Oct 5:00- Metropolitan FC 
Hume FC 
19 Oct 6:00r.: Pascoe Vale FC 
Fitzroy FC 
19 Oct 7:00es: FC Balwyn 
Ashburton FC 
19 Oct 8:00-, Vic Vipers FC 
FC Carlton 
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Farewell to some of 
our football men 


By Roy Hay 


eptember was a sad month for the football com- 

munity with the passing of several contributors to 
the game, including John Barclay, Jackie Wilson and 
Mirko Hrkac. 


John Barclay was born in Rosyth, Scotland on 13 
November 1927. He started as an apprentice shipwright 
in the dockyard. He was a Hibs supporter and his father 
supported Hearts. He played the game, but said he was 
not very good. He had also been a drummer in a band. 
He rose through the ranks in the dockyards until he was 
running the apprenticeship program. He came to Aus- 
tralia around 1954-5 to Maryborough in Queensland 

to the dockyard there. Then arrived in Melbourne via 
Sydney. He worked at Garden Island, then came to St 
Kilda. His wife and daughter Glenys followed. He got 
involved with the Navy team in which he played and 

a friend took him to one of the meetings when the 
Victorian Soccer Federation replaced the Victorian 
Amateur Soccer Football Association after the big split 
in the 1960s. 


John Barclay was team manager of the Australian na- 
tional team on several occasions in the 1960s and 1970s, 
including the victorious group who took part in the 
Independence Day tournament in Saigon at the height 
of the Vietnam War in 1967. He also acted in the same 
capacity in the 1969 World Cup qualification campaign 
and in West Germany when the Socceroos took part 

in the World Cup finals for the first time in 1974. He 
was a pillar of the game in Victoria, chairman of the 
Metropolitan League in the 1970s and a member of the 
Victorian Soccer Federation Board for many years. He 
was chairman of the VSF in 1965. He was a member of 
Football Federation Australia’s Hall of Fame and a life 
member of Football Federation Victoria. 

He was great company and had a fund of stories about 
his football career. After the first success in Vietnam he 
told the team he had put his head on the block for them. 
He overturned an Australian Soccer Federation decision 
that the team should return their official track suits at 
the conclusion of the tour! Talk about playing for the 
jerseys. 
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John Jackie’ Wilson played with Park Rangers and for 
Victoria against Hajduk Split in 1949, when the Vics 
drew three-all with the visiting team, the only point it 
dropped on the tour. Among his Victorian team-mates 
were Joe Kennedy and Reg Hardman of Moreland 

and Angus Drennen, then with Sunshine United and 
later also of Moreland. Jackie Wilson also turned out 

for Victoria against South Australia in 1950. He was 
selected for the Australian squad that toured South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia in 1950, though he did 
not play in any of the official test matches. This was 
almost certainly the result of illness rather than lack of 
ability. He suffered a leg injury that became infected and 
he spent some time in hospital as a result. He also played 
for Victoria against the English professional touring 
team in 1951. 


In 1948 Jackie Wilson was in the Park Rangers team 
which won the Dockerty Cup and he helped it to back- 
to-back titles in 1949. In the 1948 final against South 
Yarra he scored twice in a four-two victory. In 1949 he 
was joined in the final by Willie Highet and the Rangers 
fought back from one-nil down to win two-one again 
against South Yarra. 

He played for the Australian team in the local Laidlaw 
World Cup in the 1950s and 1960s. Wilson moved to 
the Brighton club by 1952. He was an exciting inside 
forward and regular goalscorer. He helped the club win 
the Dockerty Cup in 1952. In 1957 he joined Moreland 
and played with and mentored Ted Smith, Don Hodg- 
son and Norm Hobson as the club won the Dockerty 
Cup that year with five players aged 21 or under. After 
his playing career Jackie Wilson coached at state and 
club level. 


Mirko Hrkac was the founding president of the North 
Geelong Soccer Club in 1967. For many years he was an 
unassuming but influential figure in the development of 
the club that is backed by the local Croatian community. 
He helped the club build its facilities at Elcho Park in 
Lara. A fuller appreciation of his contribution appeared 
in the Geelong Advertiser on 9 September 2014. 
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Ferene Puskas 


Words: Alvaro Rodriguez ee 
Photo: Les Shorrock Collection, Deakin Universi fs 


It boggles the mind even now to think that Ferenc 
Puskas, one of world football's enshrined immortals, 
had an NSL coaching stint with South Melbourne from 
1989-91. The Hungary/Real Madrid icon steered 
Hellas to the 1989 Dockerty Cup (with which he is 
pictured here on the right and with Preston Lions 
coach Bill Murray) and 1990 NSL League Cup before 


delivering the club its first flag since 1984 courtesy 
of a 5-4 penalty-shootout win in the 1991 NSL Grand 
Final against the Melbourne Knights. Little wonder 
then, that Ange Postecoglou was just one of a few 
doyens of the local scene to play under him at South 
(Mehmet Durakovic, Paul Trimboli and Micky Petersen 
among the others). 
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ASK THE EXPERTS: Rd 02 ®) —Boo’s 


THE VERDICT Adelaide - 8 Victory - 4 Draw-4 Mariners - 12 Phoenix - 0 Draw - 2 
Sydney FC - 10 Wanderers - 3 Draw-4 Melb City-9 Jets-0 Draw-6 Perth-14 Roar- 1 Draw-0 


Mark Boric 


rey ae . 02) Weeks of playing as Mel- 
ane bourne City on FIFA15 paid off 


Adelaide Adelaide i Adelaide for David Villa as he was able to 
Mariners Mariners Mariners seamlessly fit into the team after 
Sydney FC ; Sydney FC Sydney FC coming on as a sub and soon 
tal City Melbourne City Melbourne City grab an equaliser against Sydney 
ry é Perth Glory Benth\Glory FC. It’s an understanding that 
Last week: 3 Last week: 2 Last week: 2 will increase now he is actually 
Working Dog Productions Media Mogul No.1 Victory ticket holder training with them as well. 


Not a great week for the Soc- 
ceroos, not exactly hung, drawn 
and Qatared but not a pleasing 
set of results or performances. 


Andy Ross 02) 
Harper Alatsas 


ee ( ae <n nee The Young Socceroos fared even 
Sydney FC Sydney FC Sydney FC worse, failing to qualify for the 
Melbourne City Melbourne City Melbourne Under 20 World Cup. Their 
Perth Glory Perth Glory Perth campaign came undone with a 
Last week: 2 . Last week: 2 astweeks2 1-1 draw against Uzbekistan, 
NSL Champ / Fox Sports GM Greek Media Group Former Socceroo who are clearly exactly what 


Borat Sagdiyev says they are. 
The other weekend I watched 


Peter 02) the CCTV footage of the brawl 
Katholos between Victory and Wanderers 


Roger h: 
siwnan (-) 


Victory Victory Draw fans in the Melbourne CBD last 
Mariners Mariners Draw season. There’s a lot of coaches 
ees a Draw x Melbourne city who would love their forwards 
Glory y poe Uke FC and midfielders to run back like 
risbane : the Wanderers fans did. It didn’t 
Last week: 2 Last week: 1 Last week:2 come with audio, but I assume 
Reigning Tipping Champ Original Captain Socceroo Former Socceroo the ringleaders were screaming 


“Retreat! Retreat!” 


John If there was a Logie Award 
Perin for Most Awkward TV Show it 
would be part of the set for Sun- 


mneevic E-A') |Rooney [YJ 
Krncevic Rooney 


oe ea ee day Shootout on Fox. It could 
ariners raw raw 
Sydney FC Sydney FC wsw es we ie i hee i 
Melbourne City Draw Melb City BVI ATR Ey aCe OEY. 
Perth Glory Roar Brisbane > se seo nae hein es 
Last week: 3 Last week: 2 Last week: 2 Ys Besa one needa ap 
on his shoulder or will he walk 
Former Socceroo World Cup ‘74 Socceroo Hall of Fame Socceroo of his own accord is the only 
question. 
Steve Kiss Of There are a lot of people 
Blair Death upset with Hane AMnaISEe Tony: 
Abbott’s intention to “shirtfront 
Victory Adelaide Draw Vladimir Putin. I mean, why not 
Mariners Mariners Magnet go “two-footed over the ball” at 
Draw lie Drew him instead? Or even grab him 
Melb City Melbourne City Melbourne City os . 8 ; 
Draw Perth Glory Roan by the balls like Vinnie Jones did 
with Gazza. That would really 
Last week: 3 Last week: 1 Last week: 2 


put the squeeze on him! 
Sth Melb & NSL Legend Former Socceroo GW Contributors www.goalweekly.com 


| Yee . 


> ED aD 
ALTITUDE POINTS SCHEME 


N° it is not what you think. No 
points scheme or fly buys for 
who or which team gets to travel the 
most but rather three points that 

are more certain and guaranteed 
during next year’s FIFA 2018 World 
Cup South American qualification 
tournament for Russia . 

High altitude has been a long-stand- 
ing issue across the Americas with 
special mention to Bolivia for which 
playing above 3000 metres above 
sea level in the capital La Paz at the 
Hernando Siles stadium gives them 
an advantage over its rivals. 

Historic giants Argentina, Brazil and 
Uruguay have all struggled to earn 
points against Bolivia. In fact, the 
biggest defeat at altitude was suffered 
by Diego Maradona’s Argentina in a 
World Cup qualifier in 2009 in La 
Paz where they were crushed 6-1 by 


——} — Se 


Bolivia. 

And now Chile are looking at 
holding World Cup qualifiers 2,275 
metres above sea level in the north- 
ern city of Calama - located right in 
the heart of the Atacama desert to 
give them an advantage over their 
top South American rivals. 

Coach Jorge Sampaoli revealed 
the plan to profit from the thin air 
at high altitude as he seeks to steer 
Chile to their third consecutive finals 
in Russia in 2018. 

“Tt’s an idea doing the rounds look- 
ing to the future. The home matches 
will be decisive,” the Argentine told 
reporters earlier this week. 

“There are teams that have shown 
a drop in form at altitude, Brazil, 
Argentina and sometimes Uruguay,” 
he said ahead of this week's friendly 
2-2 draw to Bolivia in the Pacific 
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The refurbished Municipal 
stadium in Calama in the 
northern Atacama desert 


coast city of Coquimbo. 

Calama’s Municipal Stadium - home 
to first division club side Cobreloa 
is being refurbished to comply with 
FIFA’s World Cup regulations as 
Chile prepare to host the 2015 Copa 
America before the qualifiers begin 
later in the year. 

Calama is 1,250 km north of the 
capital Santiago and close to the 
border with Bolivia. 

The three top South American 
teams on the Atlantic side of the 
continent, who share nine World 
Cup titles between them, have 
struggled at altitude in the Andean 
capitals Quito in Ecuador, and in 
particular the Bolivian capital La Paz. 
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Inset: Corinthians Casuals (brown 
and pink) and Faversham Town of the 
Ryman League Division 1 South 


a 


Nick Guoth 


Have you heard of Crokenhill, or 
Godmanchester Rovers or of Sitting- 
bourne or even Weston-super-Mare? 
Didn't think so. These are just four 
of the nearly 7,000 clubs that partic- 
ipate in the lower leagues of football 
in the UK, the Non-league. And 
there are hundreds of thousands who 
attend their matches. 

For some, known as “ground-hop- 
pers”, a term used for those people 
who just want to attend games 
irrelevant of which teams are playing 
to see the grounds or a game, the 
Non-league is the ultimate. There are 
games on every weekday evening and 
every weekend with no respite, no 
International break. 

The Non-League is made up of 
seven primary steps before another 
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The main stand of Ram Meadow, Bury FC’s home 
ground, located in Bury St Edmonds 


13 levels of the more social leagues. 
At the top is the Conference Premier 
League from which teams are pro- 
moted to the League Division 2. Last 
season, a Richard Money-managed 
Cambridge United were elevated 
from the Conference. Money, we re- 
member, was the inaugural coach of 
the Newcastle Jets. Below this are the 
Conference North and Conference 
South. Then it starts to spread out. 
The Non-league clubs of the top 
seven steps are required to provide 
an enclosed ground, a gate, a 
grandstand, a canteen, a match 
programme and the appropriate 
staff to run the club. Even though 
the standard could be equivalent 
to a lower-level State-league, the 
off-the-park professionalism shown 


Frames ©) Conservatories 


There’s 


plenty of football 
well below the 
Premier League 


puts some of our higher level clubs 
to shame. 

These Non-league clubs also play 
up to 60 games per season given the 
number of cup and trophy tourna- 
ments, the number of replays and 
the rather large leagues they compete 
in. Thus, there are always so many 
games to choose from. 

Hence with the large number of 
clubs and games, you will need to 
pick up a copy of the Non Leagues 
Paper on a Sunday morning. There 
you will find all the results from the 
past week with pictures and write 
ups and the schedule for all games 
for the upcoming week. So, if you 
are heading to England, pick up 
a NLP and head to a Non-league 
game. 


Match Stats 


United Arab Emirates 0 
Australia 0 


Venue: Mohammed Bin Zayed 
Stadium, Abu Dhabi 


Match Official: Vladislav 
Tseytlin (Uzbekistan) 


United Arab Emirates: Ali Kha- 
seif (Gk C), Mohnad Salem Ghazy 
(Ismail Anmed 78’), Mohamed 
Ahmed, Abdelaziz Sanqour, 
Abdulaziz Haikal (Mohamed 
Fawzi 45’), Amer Abdulrahman 
(Ahmed Khamis 76’), Habib 
Fardan (Mohamed Abdulrahman 
45’), Khamis Ismaeel (Tariq 
Ahmed 76’), Ahmed Khalil (Salem 
Saleh 84’), Ali Mabkhout, Ismail 
Al Hammadi 


Substitutes not used: Haboush 
Saleh, Rashed Eisa, Hamdan 
Al-Kamali, Khalid Eisa, Mahmoud 
Khamis, Mohammed Yousuf 


Coach: Mahdi Ali 
Yellow cards: nil 
Red cards: nil 


Australia: Matthew Ryan (Gk), 
Alex Wilkinson, Trent Sainsbury, 
Josh Brillante, Jason Davidson 
(Aziz Behich 87’), Mile Jedinak 
(C), Massimo Luongo (Brad Smith 
61’), Robbie Kruse (James Troisi 
61’), Mark Milligan (James Hol- 
land 75’), Mathew Leckie, Bernie 
Ibini-Isei (Tim Cahill 77’) 
Substitutes not used: Adam Fed- 
erici (Gk), Nikolai Topor-Stanley, 
Mitchell Langerak (Gk) 


Coach: Ange Postecoglou 
Yellow cards: Milligan 


Red cards: nil 
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Socceroos fail to fire 


UAE 0 Australia 0 


Last Saturday morning (AEST 11th Octo- 
ber), the Socceroos played out a less than 
inspiring goal less draw with the United 
Arab Emirates. The game was played in 
35 degrees heat and humid conditions of 
Abu Dhabi, requiring extra drink breaks in 
both halves. 

Although in overall terms it was a prom- 
ising performance by the Socceroos, they 
lacking penetration in the final third. De- 
spite being the more dominant team they 
failed to create enough clear cut chances, 
which must be of concern for head coach 
Ange Postecoglou who is still trying to 
find the best combinations across the park. 

The Australian defence looked solid and 
cohesive apart from a bad lapse in the first 
half when Ali Ahmed Mabkhout beat the 
offside trap wide on the right. His pace 
and first touches set things up for a chip 
over the advancing keeper Mat Ryan. The 
goal bound effort was thwarted by Alex 
Wilkinson with fine anticipation to head 
clear over his own bar from near the goal 
line. 

In the opening half Robbie Kruse, re- 
turning from a lengthy absence after knee 
reconstruction, consistently troubled the 
UAE defence. Their only answer seemed 
to be committing a succession of fouls, 
which Uzbekistan referee Vladislav Tseyt- 
lin seemed to Showa bewildering degree of 


patience with such antics. 

Mark Milligan showed glimpses of his 
best form playing in more a more forward 
midfield role than usual. However, he 
failed to capitalise on being put through 
from a free kick to head wide when one 
on one with the slow to react keeper Ali 
Khaseif. 

Bernie Ibini acquitted himself well, 
although he will be disappointed about 
missing a golden opportunity late in the 
game to score on debut for the national 
team. James Troisi was excellent as a sec- 
ond half substitute, including some fluent 
combinations with Brad Smith. 

Tim Cahill came off the bench in last 15 
minutes to set up Trent Sainsbury with pin 
point header which the latter failed to put 
on target with a stabbing volley from only 
two metres out. 

For UAE, influential midfielder Amer 
Abdulrahman showed some of his fine 
passing and playmaking skills. They will 
follow this friendly with Uzbekistan then 
participation in the Gulf Cup to round off 
preparations for the Asian Cup where they 
drawn against Iran, Qatar and Bahrain in 
the group stage. 

Over seven thousand Australian expats 
live and work in the UAE, and this was re- 
flected in a healthy turn up of enthusiastic 
support for the Socceroos. 
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in Gulf friendlies 


Qatar 1 Australia 0 


On Wednesday night (3am AEST 15th 
October), the Socceroos slumped to a 1-0 
loss by Qatar in Doha, not a good way to 
celebrate to 500th international compet- 
itive match of the senior men’s national 
team since 1922. 

Coach Ange Postecoglou made eight 
changes to the starting XI which has 
played out a scoreless draw five day before 
against the United Arab Emirates. This 
included Nikolai Topor-Stanley playing 
his first national team game since 2008, 
and the return of Mark Bresciano and Tim 
Cahill starting up front. 

Soon after the start, the latter two veterans 
linked well only for Cahill to disappoint- 
ingly fail to finish off from the cross. In 
the 24th minute Troisi had a left-footed 
shot was well saved by keeper Qasem 
Burhan. 

Although Australian built some things up 
early in the second half, clear cut scoring 
chances were not created. However, they 
fell behind in the 61st minute when 
Khalfan Ibrahim beat the offside trap from 
a quality through pass to slip the ball past 
an advancing Adam Federici. 

In the 68th minute, Cahill had a good 
opportunity to equalise, with a low strike 
from just inside the area being safely held 
by the keeper. Even with the introduction 


of several substitutes from the hour-mark 
onwards, the game gradually slipped away 
from the Socceroos. 

The hosts fairly comfortable played out 
the remainder of the encounter to achieve 
a major upset victory which will be a huge 
confidence boost ahead of the Asian Cup 
where they face Iran, UAE and Bahrain. 

Postecoglou will now have a great deal 
to ponder over about how best to steer 
the national squad into the ‘right zone’ 
and best shape ready for January’s huge 
tournament on home soil. The next lead 
up game will be against Japan in Osaka on 
18 November, and then possibly one extra 
friendly in the week leading up to their 
Asian Cup opener on 9 January. 


Countdown to the 
Asian Cup 


Feedback and comments are encourage via 
Twitter @PabloFootball 


Socceroos In The Gulf 


Match Stats 


Qatar 1 
Australia 0 


Goal Scorer: Khalfan Ibrahim 
61’ 


Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa 
Stadium, Doha 


Qatar: Asem Burhan (Gk), 
Ibrahim Majid, Mohammed 
Musa (Ismaee! Mohammad 67’), 
Abdulaziz Hatem, Almahdi ali, 
Abdelkarim Hassan, Wesam Rizik 
(Khaled Al Zereigi 65’), Khalfan 
Ibrahim (C), Ahmed Abdul Maq- 
soud (Luiz Ceara 65’), Hassan 
Khalid, Sebastian Soria (Meshaal 
Abdulla 73’). 


Substitutes not used: Bilal 
Mohammed, Abdulgadir Ilyas, 
Abdulrahman Mohd, Saad Al 
Sheeb, Mosaab Mahmoud 


Yellow cards: nil 
Red cards: nil 


Australia: Mitch Langerak (Gk 
Adam Federici 46’), Tim Cahill, 
Nikolai Topor-Stanley, James 
Troisi, Robbie Kruse (Bernie Ibini 
63’), Tommy Oar, Aziz Behich, 
Chris Herd (Ivan Franjic 63’), Mile 
Jedinak (Josh Brillante 46’), Alex 
Wilkinson, Mark Bresciano 


Substitutes not used: Trent 
Sainsbury, Mark Milligan, 
Matthew Ryan, Massimo Luongo, 
Jason Davidson 


Yellow cards: Franjic, Brillante 


Red cards: nil 


os: om 

FOOTBALL 
FEDERATION 

AUSTRALIA 


www.goalweekly.com 143 ] 


GOAL! WEEKLY FRIDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2014 


The World Game| EPL 


ENGLAND 


EPL Action Returns After Euro Break 


Nick Amies 


he match of the round sees Man- 


chester City welcome Tottenham 
to the Etihad Stadium, with Manuel 
Pellegrini’s side needing a victory if they 
are to stay within reach of Chelsea at 
the top of the ladder. 
Jose Mourinho’s side travel to Crystal 
Palace, and will be looking to exorcise 
the memories of last season’s defeat at 
Selhurst Park from a John Terry own 
goal. 
Meanwhile in North London, Steve 
Bruce’s Hull can avenge their FA Cup 
final defeat against Arsenal, who are 
missing a host of first-team players 
through injury. 
QPR can take themselves off the 
bottom of the ladder when Liverpool 
comes to Loftus Road, with the visitors 
still struggling for fluency following the 
departure of Luis Suarez. 
Merseyside rivals Everton are experienc- 
ing a slow start to the season, but can 
take a step in the right direction with a 
win over tenth-placed Aston Villa. 
Alan Pardew continues to fight for his 
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job as Newcastle entertain Leicester City 
at St. James’ Park. The Magpies are in 
the bottom three, while their opponents 
are flying high in mid-table following 
their return to the Premier League. 
Louis van Gaal and Manchester United 
can continue their surge up the ladder 
as they travel to West Brom. The Red 
Devils have climbed to fourth following 
the slow start to the season, but are still 
struggling for defensive stability. 

Newly promoted Burnley host West 
Ham at Turf Moor looking to pick 

up their first win of the season. The 
Hammers have made a good start to the 
season a sit firmly in the top half. 

On the south coast Gus Poyet’s Sunder- 
land will be looking to make the most 
of their visit to Southampton, but the 
home side are currently third in the 
ladder despite a turbulent off-season. 
Swansea are another high-flyer looking 
to stay amongst the big clubs on their 
trip to Stoke City. Garry Monks side 
are fifth, but the Britannia is never an 
easy place to travel to. 
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Arsenal 

West Bromwich 
Stoke City 
Swansea City 
Sunderland 
Liverpool 
Leicester City 
Hull City 
Aston Villa 


Manchester United 
Tottenham Hotspur 


Chelsea 
West Ham United 


Manchester City 
Arsenal 
Burnley 
Crystal Palace 
Everton 
Newcastle United 
Southampton 
Queens Park Ra. 
Stoke City 
West Bromwich 
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lottennam Hotspur 
Burnley 

Newcastle United 
Newcastle United 
Stoke City 

West Bromwich 
Burnley 

Crystal Palace 
Manchester City 


Everton 
Southampton 


Arsenal 
Queens Park Ra. 


Tottenham Hotspur 
Hull City 

West Ham United 
Chelsea 

Aston Villa 
Leicester City 
Sunderland 
Liverpool 
Swansea City 
Manchester United 


TO REGISTER VISIT ARSENALSOCCERSCHOOLSVIC.COM.AU 
- =. info@arsenalsoccerschoolsvic.com.au » |: 0415 766 746 
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The World Game| La Liga 


Pepe Lopez 


Spain made an encouraging start 
to their Euro 2016 campaign by 
dismissing a challenge put forward 
by the up and coming (Former 
Yugoslavian Republic Of) Macedo- 
nia. Ironically the 5-1 win against 
the Eastern Europeans (in a group in 
which only Spain are the only nation 
from Western Europe) is the reverse 
score line that Spain suffered at the 


start of their disastrous 201 World 


Cup finals campaign in Brazil against 


The Netherlands. 


Next up for Spain are matches away 


from home, perhaps one of their most 
challenging will be this Friday morn- 


ing, when Spain travel to Slovakia to 


tackle the current surprise 2nd placed 


nation in Euro 2016 Qualifying 
Group C. Slovakia managed to 
come away from their first match 
away to Ukraine with a 0-1 win. 
Despite some good fortune with the 


woodwork and the referee's denial of a 
last minute goal by Ukraine, Slovakia 


managed to open up the usually 
stubborn Ukrainian defense with 
effective through passing coinciding 
with timely counter attacks. 


New Chelsea striker and the English 
Premier’s League new leading goal 
scorer has become the latest European 
club versus country figure of contro- 
versy. Formerly of Spain’s Atletico 
Madrid, Diego Costa has taken the 
English Premier League by storm as 
Chelsea have raced to a 6 win and 1 
draw start to the 2014-15 season and 
opened up a 5 point gap over 2nd 
placed Manchester City. Not surpris- 
ingly, given Costa's record of injuries, 
which include reoccurring hamstring 
tears and a broken leg, Chelsea 
Manager Jose Mourinho would prefer 
if Diego Costa was to avoid physical 
during the upcoming international 
window. However, Spanish Coach 
Vicente Del Bosque is having none 
of that. Speaking at a recent press 
conference, Vicente had this to say; 
“We believe Costa is fine. He is 


STANDINGS 


Team 
Barcelona 
Vabencia 
Sevita 

Real Madnd 
Aalético Madrid 
Celta de Vigo 
Vilacreal 
Espanyol 
Eibar 

Almeria 
Malaga 

Rayo Vallecano 
Granada 
Getale 

Real Sociedad 
Eiche 

Levante 
Athletic Club 
Cérdoba 
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Rayo Vvaltecano 
Eibar 

Ameria 

Sevilis 

Cea Ce Vigo 
Espanyol 

Real Macria 


Cérdoda 
Atiético Macnd 
Barcelona 
Levante 

Elche 
Deportivo La C 
Vilarreal 

Real Sociedad 
Asntetc Clud 


NEXT MATCH 


Granada 
Levante 
Atnetic Cluo 
Barcelona 
Cordoba 


Granada 
Levante 
Atetic Cluo 
Barcelona 
Cérdoba 


Rayo Vallecano 
Real Madrid 
Cella ce Vigo 
Eldar 

Malaga 

Rayo Vallecano 
Real Madrid 
Cela ce Vigo 
Eldar 

Malaga 


playing every game for Chelsea and 
if we felt he wasn’t in good enough 
condition we wouldn't force it. That 
is why we have our doctors. They 
are the ones who tell us if he is fine 


» 
or not. 


Conversely, this was Jose Mourinho’s 
rather cryptic response; 

“My reaction ... is no reaction. I don’t 
know. He will play against Arsenal. I 
think it’s too much. But he will do 
that because I’m not going to save 
him to be in perfect condition for the 
national team. If he has a problem 
playing against Arsenal, he has a 
problem playing for Chelsea. What 
happens after that in the 15 days is 
not for me, it’s not my responsibility. 
I will have the consequences of that, 
ike all the other coaches who have 
players in national teams.” 


MELBOURNE 


Victory 


A rare opportunity to becomeé’an owner of 
Australia’stteading A*League club 


SHARES FOR SALE 
$500 minimum investment 
35% of total club shares available 


Expression of interest process open to 
small and large investors 


To register your interest please visit www.mvfcshareseoi.deloitte.com.au 
All expressions of interest are to be received no later than 29 October 2014. 
Contact: Deloitte at myicshareseoi@deloitte com_au for further details 


Like us on Facebook at: facebook com/myfcshareseoi 


Follow us at Twitter at: (witier com/myicshareseo! 
Telephone: Deloitte M&A Advisory on +61 3 9671 6574 


Deloitte Corporate Finance is acting for several non-related 
Melbourne Victory shareholders who have held their shares in 
Melbourne Victory for a number of years. Please note shares will 
not be listed on the ASX or any other stock exchange and you 
should seek advice from your professional advisor(s) before 
deciding whether to participate in this opportunity. 
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HOW WILL You - 


MANAGE? 


SPLASH THE CASH OR TRUST THE KIDS? 
FRIEND OF THE BOARD Ok FIGHT FOR MORE? 
GO FOR BROKE OR PARK THE BUS? 
KEEP YOUR COOL Ok SHOW YOUR PASSION? 


